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Sir: 

In response to the Office Letter mailed 08/17/04 and our phone conversation on 9/15/04, I'd like to 
make the following changes to my application. 

For the sake of the initial examination, I am willing to limit the species of the claimed invention to 
the one shown in figure 9. I believe that this will allow the examination process to continue. It is 
also my belief that the three species shown are not patentably distinct, but I'll traverse that ground 
after the initial examination of the species shown in figure 9 is evaluated. 

This invention is rather complicated because it uses a moving "virtual pivot" and not a standard 
single fixed pivot I have attempted to explain the mechanism as best as possible, but it is a 
confusing subject that is generally reserved for collage engineering students. Please feel free to 
contact me for any further explanation. 

Fortunately, the vast majority of prior art bicycle patents can be immediately eliminated from 
comparison because very few have the attributes of using a virtual pivot on a unified rear triangle 
(crank assembly attached to swingarm and not the frame). Within this very small group, nobody 
has used a rearwardly moving virtual pivot to reduce crankset movement. 

All of the claims read upon the species shown in figure 9. 
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Very respectfully, 

Neal Saiki 
Applicant Pro Se 

1 1 1 Bean Creek Road Unit 26 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066 
(831)439-9704 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence will be deposited with the United States Postal Service by 
first class mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to "Box Non-Fee Amendments, 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" on the 
date below. 

Date: ?// 7/0 f 
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necessary to enter the nations:: stage, as specified; in g 
(::) [Reserved] 

(!!!) Relative to Disciplinary Proceedings- 

(A) Correspondence fiied in connection with a disciplinary proceeding under r . ?. 
of this chapter. 

(B) [Reserved] 

(b) !n the event that correspondence is considered timely filed by being mailed or 
transmitted in accordance with paragraph (a) of this section, but not received in the 
Patent and Trademark Office, and the application is held to be ^zr.tor.od or the 
proceeding is dismissed, terminated, or decided with prejudice, the correspondence 
wiii be considered timely if the pEf^f who forwarded such cor respondence: 

(1) informs the OfJice of the previous mailing or transmission of the correspondence 
promptly after becoming aware that the Office has no evidence of receipt of the / 
correspondence; ^ 

(2) Supplies an additional copy of the previously mailed or transmitted \^ 
correspondence and cer:r r :cafe; and 



repcri confirming transmission may be used to support this statement. 
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(3) Includes a statement which attests on a personal knowledge basis or to the 
satisfaction of the Director to the previous timely mailing or transmission. If the V ; ^ 

sent by facsimile transmission, a copy o; the sending unit's 

(c) Ths OffiCS rr.sy require zz.C::.zt.?... svic sr.cs to C3to;.~:r.3 :? too ccrrespcrtasnco 



FR 4372-:, Oct. 4, 18/8; 43 FR 2C461, ^ay 11, 18/8; ssrs. (a). 4/ 4/381 , ^ 

Oct. 28, 1882, effective Oct. 26, 1882; pare. (s),48 FR 2/08, Jan. 2C, 1883; para. H=o 

(a) 48 FR 48416, Dec. 12, 1884, effective Feb. 11, 1885; para, (a), 48 FR 51/1, ^ 

Feb. 8, 1885, effective Mar. 8, 1885; 52 FR 2CC46, May 2.8, 188/; s^bparas. (a)(2) ^ 

(xiv)-(xvi), 54 FR 3/588, Sstf. 11, 1888, effective 5s5ov. 16, 1888; revised, 58 FR O 

54484, Oct. 22, 1883, effective Nov. 22, 1883; para, (a) revised, 31 FR 56438, Kov. "-^ 
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